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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/17/2003 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention (Video Camera) is not descriptive. A new title is 
required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gelbard 
(US 6,927,797 B2). 



Information Disclosure Statement 



States. 
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Regarding claim 1, Gelbard discloses a video camera (HD video camera shown 
in Fig. 1; col. 1, lines 4-8) comprising: 

a camera body (Fig. 1, camera body 10) to image an object (col. 3, lines 3-8, 
wherein an object image is captured by an inherent image sensor of the HD video 
camera through lens 14); 

a viewfinder (20) removably installed (Figs. 1-3) on the camera body to display 
an image picked up by the camera body (col. 3, lines 30-56 in which an image is 
displayed by a viewing module 38 by means of CRT 40), the viewfinder (20) including a 
display unit (a viewing module 38 having a CRT 40) to display an image thereon, and a 
mounting member (dovetail slot member 120 shown in Fig. 2) removably installable to a 
finder fixture (dovetail slot member 118 shown in Fig. 1, wherein the dovetail slot 
member 120 is removably installable thereon) on the camera body so that the display 
unit is pivotably installed on the camera body (see col. 6, lines 40-59 and col. 3, lines 
42-55, wherein the viewing module 38 of the viewfinder is pivotably installed and moved 
with respect to the camera body by pivot member 20 and locking mechanism 30); 

the camera body having provided thereon an accessory-part fixture (video input 
port on the camera body for attaching video cable plug 126 as shown in Figs. 1 & 2) for 
fixing an accessory part (video cable 124) to the video camera (see col. 6, lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 2, Gelbard further discloses that the finder fixture (dovetail slot 
1 18) is provided at the front side of the camera body (see Fig. 1) and has removably 
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installed thereto an arm member (e.g., rod 108 shown in details by Fig. 9) extending 
from the front to rear side of the camera body (see Figs. 1 & 9, col. 6, lines 40-46, and it 
is noted that the arm member 108 is removable from the dovetail slot 1 18 by 
unscrewing the crews on the dovetail slot 118); and the display unit is removably 
installed to the arm member (Figs. 1-3 & 9 and col. 6, lines 40-56, wherein the viewing 
module 38 is removably installed to the arm member via the dovetail slot 120 of the 
viewfinder). 

Regarding claim 3, as also clearly shown in Fig. 2, the display unit is removably 
installable (by attaching/detaching the video cable plug 126) to the accessory-part 
fixture (video cable port on the camera body). See col. 6, lines 49-56. 

Regarding claim 4, Gelbard clearly shows, in Fig. 2, that at least the display unit 
(viewing module 38) has auxiliary screw provided thereon (note screws shown on top of 
the viewing module 38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Muramatsu Akihiro (JP 09-127429). 

Regarding claim 5, Muramatsu discloses a magnifier (the eyepiece section of 
viewfinder containing a magnifying lens 5 having polarizing plate 6 pasted thereon as 
shown in Fig. 6, abstract and paragraphs [0020] & [0026],) comprising: 

a magnification lens (magnifying lens 5) provided in a viewfinder (Fig. 6) to 
magnify an image displayed on a display unit (liquid crystal panel 1; see abstract, 
paragraphs [0020] & [0026]); 

a polarization filter (polarizing plate 6) provided on an optical path of the 
magnifier (Fig. 6 and paragraph [0026] in which the polarizing plate 6 is pasted on the 
optical path of the magnifier), and wherein the magnifier is removably installable to the 
viewfinder (as apparently shown in Figs. 2, 6 & 8, the magnifier comprising both 
magnifying lens 5 and polarizing plate 6 pasted thereon is removably installable to the 
viewfinder by attaching/detaching the eyepiece section from the main body of the 
viewfinder as illustrated in the drawings). 

Regarding claim 6, Muramatsu discloses a viewfinder (Fig. 6; abstract and 
paragraphs [0020] & [0026]) comprising: 

a display unit (liquid crystal panel 1) having a display screen (liquid crystal 
screen) to display an image (see Fig. 6 and [0020] & [0026]); 
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and a magnifier (the eyepiece section as discussed in claim 5) having a 
magnification lens (magnifying lens 5) to magnify an image displayed on the display 
screen, the magnifier having a polarization filter (polarizing plate 6) provided on an 
optical path thereof (see Fig. 6 and paragraphs [0020] & [0026]). 

Regarding claim 7, as clearly shown in Figs. 2, 6 & 8 of Muramatsu, the magnifier 
is removably installable to the display unit (by attaching/detaching the eyepiece section 
to/from the main body of the viewfinder which contains the display unit). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 8 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Gelbard (US 6,927,797 B2) in view of Muramatsu Akihiro (JP 09-127429). 

Regarding claim 8, Gelbard discloses a video camera (HD video camera shown 
in Fig. 1; col. 1, lines 4-8) comprising: 

a camera body (Fig. 1, camera body 10) to image an object (col. 1, lines 4-9 and 
col. 3, lines 3-8, wherein an object image is captured by an inherent image sensor of the 
HD video camera through lens 14); 
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a viewfinder (20; Figs. 1-3 and col. 3, lines 30-56), the viewfinder includes a 
display unit (viewing module 38) having a display screen (CRT 40) to display an image 
thereon (see Fig. 5 and col. 3, lines 52-56 in which an image is displayed by the CRT 
40). 

Gelbard further discloses a magnifier (eyepiece section 48 shown in Fig. 3) 
having a magnification lens (positive lens 56) to magnify an image displayed on the 
display screen (see col. 4, lines 5-1 3). It is importantly noted that the eyepiece section 
48 includes a negative lens 52, a positive lens 54 and another positive lens 56 
arranged in such order that meets an inverted Galilean configuration of finder in which 
the positive lens (56) functions as a magnification lens by inherency; also note that the 
positive lens 54 added between the negative lens 52 and positive lens 56 is used for 
adjusting focus of the eyepiece on the CRT 40 for near-sighted and far-sighted persons. 

Gelbard does not disclose the magnifier has a polarization filter provided on an 
optical path thereof. 

However, as taught by Muramatsu, a viewfinder is disclosed having an eyepiece 
section (middle section between eyecup and main body of viewfinder as shown in Figs. 
6 & 8) which contains a magnifying lens (5) having a polarizing plate (6) pasted thereon 
(see Muramatsu; abstract and [0026]). By providing polarizing plate (6) on the optical 
path of the magnifying lens, reduction of contrast of the image caused by light reflected 
within the viewfinder chamber is suppressed as taught by Muramatsu, paragraph 
[0026]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made. to provide a polarization filter on the optical path of the 
magnifier so that reduction of contrast of the image caused by light reflected within the 
viewfinder chamber would be suppressed as taught by Muramatsu above. 

Regarding claim 9, Muramatsu as analyzed in claim 8 further discloses the 
magnifier is removably installable to the display unit (liquid crystal panel 1). See 
Muramatsu, Figs. 2, 6 & 8, wherein the eyepiece section containing magnifying lens 5 
and polarizing plate 6 is removably installable to the display unit of liquid crystal panel 1 
by attaching/detaching the eyepiece section to/from the main body of the viewfinder 
which contains the display unit as illustrated in the drawings. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
the eyepiece section (the magnifier) in the combination of Gelbard and Muramatsu 
removably installable to the display unit so that the eyepiece section would be removed 
for cleaning or exchanging conveniently. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Toyofuku et al. (US 5,767,906) discloses a viewfinder that is removably mounted 
on a video camera for displaying captured images. 
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Fukuda et al. (US 4,959,729) discloses a portable video camera comprising a 
removable viewfinder. 

Omae et al. (US 5,929,954) discloses a liquid crystal display device for a 
viewfinder attachable to a camera. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7371. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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